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Archaeological Warching Brief at Castle Street Medical Centre, Bolsover. Derbhyshire

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In Jannary 2013, Archagological Research Services Lid was commiissioned by Dr. Kar to underiake an
archacological watching brief at Castle Street Medical Centre, Bolsover, Derbyshire. The monitoring was
carried out during gronndworks relating to a single storey exctension fo ether side of Castle Street Medical
Centre.

The work had been requested by the Develspment Control Archacologist for Derbyshire Connty Connail
and required an archaeologist to be on site to observe all grownd works and to ensure preservation by
record of any archacological deposils discovered.

The watching brief identified a solitary section of wall, a dnmped deposit of building material and a
probable grave monnment. The position of the wall roughly relates to the mapped position of a
Congregational Chapel whose kife span is docnmented 1893-1986, and the deposit of building rubble is
likely to represent a further portion of the chapel wall which became disturbed during the initial
constrirction of Castle Street Medical Centre. The grave momument was recovered from within a layer of
miodern building debris and is Fkely originate from the Congregational Chapel grawyard which again
becawe disturbed during the initial construction of Castle Street Medical Centre.

No further significant archaeological featnres, deposits, buried land suifaces or small finds were identified
within the exctent of excavation.

1 © Archacological Research Services Ttd







Archaealogical Watching Brief at Castle Street Medical Centre, Bolrover, Derlyshire

1.1.2  'The site is centred at NGR SK 47250 70500, 10km east of Chesterfield and 5km
ftom junction 29 of the M1 motorway. The medical centre is accessed off Castle Street,
which lies within the centre of Bolsover.

1.2 Geology

121  Bolsover lies upon Dolostone bedrock of the Cadeby Formation, a grey to buff
grey, commonly oolitic or granular, with subordinate mudstone, dolomitic siltstone and
sandstone (British Geological Survey 2012),

1.3 Background

1.3.1  The investigation atrea impacts two sites on the Derbyshire Historic Environment
Record: HER 11250, the atea of the medieval planned town of Bolsover dating from the
11" century, and HER 11278, the site of a Congregational Chapel dating from 1893. In
addition, two scheduled monuments lie witbin close proximity to the investigation site;
approximately 90m to the east lies scheduled monument 13270, Bolsover Castle (HER
11212), and Bolsover entrenchments, scheduled monument 95 (HER 11205), lie
approximately 200m to the north and south-east (figure 2) .

1.3.2  The proposal area also lies within the Old Bolsover Area of Archaeological
Interest (figute 2}, as defined in the Local Plan, with attendant Local Plan Policies
(Bolsover District Council 2000). The Old Bolsover Area of Archacological Interest
represents the likely extent of medieval occupation in the town. In addition, the area is
identified as having archaeological potential within .4 review of the Archaeological Area of
Interest at Old Bolsover, a study catried out for Bolsover District Council by ARCUS
(University of Sheffield) in 1995.

1.3.3 The 1% edition 1:2500 OS map published in 1877 identifies the present site of the
medical centre as open ground. Immediately to the south is a building listed as a
Congtegational Chapel latterly Old Meeting House and a former Presbyterian meeting-
house registered for worship in 1722. A larger Congregational Chapel was built on the
open ground to the notth of the Old Meeting House, opened in 1893 and demolished in
1986 (Hetitage Gateway 2012). Its footprint underlies the current medical centre.

1.3.4 Previous excavation by ARS Ltd in 2009 identified a solitary section of wall and
perhaps an internal stone fitting from within demolition rubble. The position of the wall
roughly related to the mapped position of the Congregational Chapel whose life span was
documented as 1893-1986 (Marshall 2009).

1.3.5 In relation to the above, the Development Control Archaeologist for Derbyshire
County Council tecommend that a programme of archacological monitoring be catried
out to addtess the hetitage information requirements of National Planning Policy
Framework (Department for Communities and Local Government 2012), para 128, and
Bolsover Local Plan Policy (Bolsover District Council 2000}, Con 14.

3 © Archaeological Research Services Litd
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4 Results
41 Trench1

411 Following turf removal, the first deposit encountered was datk grey brown clay
silt topsoil (100) with frequent root and worm presence. This deposit was present
throughout the whole of the investigation atea at a faitly uniform depth. The maximum
thickness of this deposit was 0.90m and the minimum thickness was 0.62m. The deposit
displayed clear evidence of being disturbed, probably multiple times, with modern
levelling deposit (101) and numerous land drains, mostly associated with Castle Street
Medical Centre, cut into it. One sherd of post-medieval pottery and 3 fragments of clay
pipe all dating to the early 18th century (appendix 1) were recoveted from this deposit,
along with some modern objects such as: plastic sheeting, machine-made frogged bricks
and polystyrene. Bands of orange clay material, very similar to (106) wete also present, in
irregular and infrequent horizontal bands, indicating that much of this investigation area
has been subject to disturbance.

41.2  Pale yellow sandy gravel (101) containing a modern ceramic drainpipe with plastic
fittings was observed cutting through the topsoil at the south-western end of the trench,
This deposit was cleatly associated with the initial construction of Castle Street Medical
Centre and abutted foundation [102] which contained a brick wall and associated bedding
(103). The upper surface of the wall was approximately 0.15m below the current ground
surface in topsoil (100), and was aligned approximately north-east to south-west, made of
plain, unfrogged, handmade bricks 0.23 by 0.08 by 0.11m with a dry crumbly sandy bond.
The wall consisted of three courses of brick and was constructed upon a bedding of flat
sandstone slabs. The full depth of the bedding slabs was not reached within the confines
of the excavation, but extended at least 1m beneath the bricks. The alignment and
location of this wall matches the documented position of the Congregational Chapel, and
the exposed wall is comparable to that exposed during the 2009 investigation (Marshall
2009), which was positively identified as part of the Congregational Chapel.

4.1.3  Cut [104] contained cistern (105), a structure of plain unfrogged handmade
bricks, 0.23 by 0.11 by 0.08m in a dry crumbly sandy bond. The structure was not fully
revealed, but consisted of straight sides with a domed roof, containing water. The
internal depth was not fully revealed but exceeded 2m. A lead pipe ran out of this
structure towards buildings to the south-west, and modern land drain seen in (101) also
fed into it. The handmade bricks and lead pipe suggest that this cistern was once used as
a water supply to neatby houses, probably 19" century in date, which became disused
after the town was connected to mains water supply. It is likely that whilst constructing
the current Castle Street Medical Centre, the modern drain observed in (101) was
connected to the cistern as a means of drainage.

4.1.4  Deposit (106) was homogenous orange brown silty clay of natural appearance
and texture. The deposit had clearly been subject to disturbance as both wall (103) and
cistern {105} was cut into it. In addition, modern building debris was found to be
scattered throughout the deposit, including plastic sheeting, modern bricks and
polystyrene. Patt of a grave monument was also found in this deposit in a patticulatly
dense concentration of building debris, which is likely to be from the graveyard of the
Congregational Chapel; headstones could still be obsetved within extremely close
proximity to the trench and it is likely that this grave monument became distutbed duting

6 © Archacological Research Services Lid
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Archacolapical Watching Brief af Castle Street Medica/ Centre, Boliover, Derbyrhire

4.3  Trench 3

4.3.1  After the partial concreting of trench 1, trench 3 was opened to allow for the
insertion of a land drain, and was aligned approximately south-west to north east, cutting
through trench 1 at the south-western end and abutting it at the north-eastern end. The
first deposit to be encountered was,the topsoil deposit (100} encountered in trench 1.

4.3.2  Deposit (109) was directly beneath topsoil (100) and abutted wall (103) as
discovered in trench 1 at the south-western edge. Deposit (109) was positioned on the
inner edge of wall (103), placing it inside the walls of the chapel. The deposit contained
what appeared to be a layer of dumped building material, or a building demolition layer; a
number of bricks were present, but displayed no structure or form in their arrangement.
The bricks in this deposit were identical to those in wall (103) being plain, unfrogged and
ptobably hand-made. Vatious finds of a structural nature were discovered within this
rubble layer, including eleven rounded headed, square shafted nails, probably copper,
0.03m in length, along with two fragments of glass and two heavily corroded iron nails.
Ditectly undetlying the bricks were some wooden planks, lying hotizontally although
somewhat randomly positioned with no uniformity. The largest plank measured 0.60 by
0.07 by 0.02m, with most examples being considerably smaller, although as all the planks
wete in poor condition it may be that some have eroded away. Within the confines of the
excavation and consideting the possibility that some of the wood may have eroded away
it could not be determined whether these planks wete 7r sifu ot if they too have been
disturbed or redeposited. Modern building deposit (101) observed in trench 1, associated
with the current Castle Street Medical Centre, abutted deposit (109) on the south-western
edge. It seems likely that rubble deposit (109) may be a continuation of wall (103), and
was heavily disturbed during the initial construction of Castle Street Medical Centre, and
was either left in a disturbed state, or was taken out and redeposited as a backfill.

4.3.3 Directly underlying (109) was (110), very compact datk grey brown clay silt with
some sand, frequent small CBM fragments and frequent clinker type material. This
deposit appeats to be inside the wall of (103), and its upper surface is comparable to that
of wall (103) at the foundation slab and brick structure interface. Given the compactness
of this deposit, the frequent CBM and clinker inclusions and its relationship to the wall
and slab foundations, it is possible that (110) represents a levelling surface for the floor
of the chapel.

15 © Archacological Research Services Lid
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5 Conclusion

51 The watching brief identified a solitary section of wall, the position of which
relates to the mapped position of a Congregational Chapel whose life span is
documented 1893-1986. A deposit of building tubble was identified abutting the chapel
wall, which is likely to have once been a continuation of chapel wall that became
disturbed during the initial construction of the Castle Street Medical Centre and is now
represented by a demolition layer. A 19™ century cistern which probably provided a
localised water supply was also identified which may be contemporaty with, ot perhaps
pre-dates, the chapel. A grave monument was also recovered from within modern
building debtis. The monument is likely to have originated from the Congregational
Chapel graveyard and become mixed with building debris during the construction of
Castle Street Medical Centte, which was then used as a backfill.

5.2 The areas covered by all four trenches monitored duting this watching bricf have
been subject to disturbance by the construction of the Congtegational Chapel, and later
to a larger extent by the initial construction of the Castle Strect Medical Centre.

53  The watching brief did not produce any other significant archaeological features,
deposits, buried land surfaces or small finds within the extent of the excavation.

6 Publicity, Confidentiality and Copyright
6.1 Any publicity will be handled by the client.

6.2  Archaeclogical Research Setvices Ltd will retain the copyright of all documentary
and photographic material under the Copyright, Designs and Patent Act (1988).

7 Statement of Indemnity

71 All statements and opinions contained within this report arising from the works
undertaken ate offeted in good faith and compiled according to professional standards.
No responsibility can be accepted by the author/s of the repott fot any etrors of fact or
opinion resulting from data supplied by any third patty, ot for loss or other consequence
arising from decisions or actions made upon the basis of facts or opinions expressed in
any such repott(s), howsoever such facts and opinions may have been derived.

8  Archive Deposition

8.1 A digital and paper archive will be prepared by Axrchaeological Research Services
Ltd, consisting of all primary written documents, plans, sections, photographs and
electronic data and is intended to be deposited at the Detbyshire Record Office (awaiting
confirmation of accession number) within two months of completion of fieldwork.

9 Acknowledgements

9.1 Archaeological Research Services Ltd would like to thank all those involved in
this project, in particular Lamar Exell Design Ltd, Russ Cupit of Hasland Builders, the
staff of Castle Street Medical Centre and Steve Baket, Development Control
Archaeologist for Detbyshire County Council.
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11  Appendix
111 CSB13 Pottery and Clay tobacco pipe report
Mike Wood BA (hong) MLitt MIfA

Introduction
A small collection of pottety and clay pipes was recovered from archaeological work at Castle
Street Medical Centre, Bolsover. The material was derived from topsoil deposit (100) in trench 1.

Methodology

The material was counted and weighed in grams, then examined visually to identify any
diagnostic pieces and the overall condition of the assemblage. Reference was made to published
guides where possible (Oswald 1975, Higgins and Pavey 1994). Where no other identification has
been possible, stems have been dated by established stem bore guidelines (Oswald 1975). It
should be noted that dates provided by stem bore size can have an appreciable margin for error

and are intended only as a general guide. A summary of the material is recorded in Tables 1 and
2.

Assemblage
Wt
Context | Fabric Form Date No | (g) Comments
100 Stoneware Small bottle or jar 1819t C 1 )
Table 1 Pottery
Context Deposit | Pate Weight Stem | Comments
Mouth
range Stems | Bowls . Bore
pieces {g)
100 topsoil 16%0- 1 5 5/64" | Fragment of an
1710 undecorated bowl.
Possibly Atkinson
& Oswald 1969,19.
100 topsoil 1682- 2 4 5/64"
1757
Stems
2 1 0 9

Table 2 Clay tobacco pipe

Discussion

The finds are all relatively small fragments and all could date from the early 18% century. This
area of Bolsover is known to have been occupied at this time and such common place artefacts
are not unexpected.

Recommendations for further work

None of the matetial warrants any further work or illustration., All the artefacts are in a stabie
conditon and requite no further conservation. All of the finds could be discarded or passed to a
teaching collection.

Reference:
Atkinson, I3 and Oswald, A, 1969 Londen clay tobacco pipes’ Journal of the British Arehaeological
Association, 3 series, Vol 32, 171-227

Oswald, A, 1975 Clay Pipes for the Archavologist BAR 14, Oxford

Higgins, D. A and Davey P.J Draft ‘Draft guidelines for using the clay tobacco pipe record sheets” in
White, S 2004 The dvnamics of regionalisation and trade: Yorkshire clay tobacco pipes ¢ 1600-18060 BAR
374

24 © Archaeological Research Services Ltd




11.2 Site Matrix
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Witten Scheme of Investipation for an Amnhaeolopical Watching Brief at Castle Street Medical Centre,
Bolrover

31 The groundworks will be undertaken by a suitable mechanical excavator fitted with a
toothless ditching bucket. Atrangement will be made to avoid any tracking of machinery
actoss recently stripped ateas until the areas have been checked and cleared by a
representative of Atchaeological Research Services Ltd. If significant archaeological features
are identified the Development Control Archaeologist for Derbyshire County Council will
be notified and a decision taken as to the best method of proceeding.

32  Excavation will be carried out in spits. This will provide the maximum visibility of
cut features such as postholes and pits, and avoid damage to any butied structural remains.
The attending atchaeologist will supervise mechanical excavation to ensure maximum
archaeological visibility.

33  Archaeological Research Setvices Ltd will provide an archaeological officer at all
times during any ground works on the site to undertake a watching brief. The on-site
archaeologist will be given the opportunity to stop site work in order to investigate potential
archaeological features and adequate time will be allowed for recording any such features.

34 A written, drawn and photographic record will be maintained during the watching
brief plus all significant archaeological remains will be recorded and/or retrieved. All
excavations will be tecorded in accordance with normal principles of archaeological
evaluation upon pro forma context sheets. All significant architectural features will be
photographed (with scale) & sitn and their location recorded on a plan of the site.

3.5 Whete archacological featutes and/or deposits are identified during the watching brief,
then a sufficient quantity of the said features will be investigated by hand to allow their date,
nature and degree of survival to be ascribed. All features thus investigated will be tecorded in
plan and section and significant archaeological finds recovered will be retained for analysis.
Any archaeological featutes identified will be photographed and drawn in plan at a scale of
1:20 and in section at a scale of 1:10. The stratigraphy, where relevant and apparent, will be
recorded.

3.6 For brick structures, the record will include details of brick dimensions and type
(handmade/machine-made, plain/frogged), mortar (colour, composition, hardness) and the
extent of structures (number of courses, thickness in skins).

3.7 A plan of the excavated areas will be maintained, features noted and section lines
recorded. All drawings will be carried out at an appropriate scale and all contexts will be
recorded using a single context recording system. The site archive will include plans and
sections at an appropriate scale, a scale photographic record, and full stratigraphic records on
recording forms/context sheets or their electronic equivalent. Should archaeological features
be ptesent then the locations and height AOD of the features will be accurately fixed,
surveying in either the planning baselines or the features themselves.

3.8  The watching btief will be undettaken in accordance with the Institute for
Atchaeologists Standards and Guidelines for Archacological Watching Briefs (2008).

3.9  Any human remains discovered will initially be left in-si#w and, if removal is deemed
necessaty, this will be undertaken in accordance with the relevant Ministry of Justice
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tepulations.

310  Archaeological Research Services Ltd will ensure that heavy plant or machinery will
not be operated in the immediate vicinity of archaeological remains until the remains have
been recorded. Contractors and plant operators will be notified that any observations of
archaeological remains must be reported immediately to the archaeological officer on site.

311 A risk assessment will be undertaken before commencement of the wotk and health
and safety regulations will be adhered to at all times.

4 Artefact and Ecofact collection and Recording

41 Artefact collection policy will be concerned with the provision of adequate samples for
meeting the objectives of the wortk. All finds of Medieval and eatlier date will be collected as a
matter of course. Discarded attefactual matetials will be desctibed and quantified through
assighment to broad categoties in the field. Analysis of finds will be undertaken, as necessaty, by
suitably qualified specialists. Retained finds will be cleaned, marked, catalogued and packed in
materials, as appropriate, for long term storage (see 8 Archive Deposition below).

42 Unstratified finds will only be collected whete they contribute significantly to the
project objectives or are of particular intrinsic interest. Finds of ‘treasure’ will be reported to the
Coroner in accordance with the Treasure Act (1996).

43  Collection and policies for structural remains and industrial residues have been set out
by the Society of Museum Atchacologists (SMA, 1993). The presence of such materials within a
context will be recorded even where comprehensive retention is not considered appropriate.

4.4 The representative from Archaeological Research Setvices Lid will inspect and
monitor the upcast spoil from the site investigations, and unstratified pottery will be retained
only if it is of early post-medieval date, or earlier.

45  Itis not considered likely that watetlogged, palaecenvironmental or human remains
will be encountered at any stage of this project. However, should such remains be identified
work will cease and a meeting artanged between Archaeological Research Services Ltd, the
landowner and the Development Control Archaeologist to discuss further procedures.

5 Monitoting Artangements

51  Reasonable prior nofice of the commencement of the ground works will be given to
the Detbyshire County Council Development Control Archaeologist. The DCA contact will
be:

Steve Baker,

Development Control Archaeologist,
Derbyshire County Council,

Shand House,

Dale Road South,

Matlock,

Derbyshire DE4 3RY
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Bolsover

steve.baket.@derbyshire.gov.uk
Tel: 01629 585140

Mob: 07781 850742

Fax: 01629 585507

5.2 Archaeological Research Setvices Ltd. will liaise with the Derbyshire Development
Control Archaeologist at tegular intervals throughout the course of the work, and the
Development Control Archaeologist will be notified of any findings promptly upon
completion of the project.

6. Repott
6.1 Following completion of the watching btief Archaeological Research Services Ltd
will produce a tepott which will include,

¢ Non-technical summary

¢ Introductory statement

¢ Aims and purpose of the project
¢ Methodology

* A location plan showing all excavated areas and any archaeological features with
tespect to nearby fixed structures and roads

o [llustrations of all archaeological features with appropriately scaled hachured plans
and sections.

e An objective summary statement of results

® A review of the significance of the site and the impact of the works, referencing the
Regional Research Framework for the Fast Midlands.

®  Conclusions
e Supporting data — tabulated or in appendices
Index to archive and details of archive location

¢ References

e Statement of intent regarding publication

¢ Confirmation of archive transfer arrangements
¢ A copy of the DCA brief

* A copy of the OASIS form

62 A single bound copy of the report along with a .pdf copy on digital CD will be
deposited with the Detbyshire Histotic Environment Record.

7. Archive Deposition

7.1 A digital, paper and artefactual archive will be prepared by Archaeological Research
Services Ltd, consisting of all ptimary written documents, plans, sections, photographs and
electronic data (in a format to be agreed by the repository museum which in this case is
Weston Park Museum). If finds are recovered during the project the archive will be stored
by Archaeological Reseatch Services Ltd until such a time when it can be deposited with







